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new religion. They opposed the Book of Dis-
cipline, and some of them even denied that the
Kirk had a right to hold the half-yearly Genera!
Assemblies which had been instituted since the
Reformation. The question of transferring the
property of the Roman Catholic Church to the
Kirk had been pushed into the background, and,
when Knox and others insisted upon a settlement,
the Privy Council ruled that two-thirds of the
revenues should be allotted to the Catholic priests
who had been turned out of office, and the other
third divided betwreen the ministers and the State.
" My judgment fails rne," commented Knox,
when he was told of this arrangement. " I see
two parts freely given to the devil, and the third
must be divided between God and the devil. . . .
Oh, happy servants of the devil, and miserable
servants of Jesus Christ, if after this life there were
not hell and heaven ! "
Knox continued to preach in Edinburgh
against the wrongs done to the Kirk and the
infidelity of the lords to God's cause, and made
several preaching tours in different parts of the
country to exhort the huge congregations to cling
to their faith ; but, while he found that the
people supported him, he could not influence the
nobles, fe> whose hands the administration of
Scotland had now been entrusted. Mary had
schemed cleverly to increase her power among
the nobles, and she enjoyed the embarrassments
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